
WELCOME TO HISTORIC 

MULLA VILLA (CIRCA 1840) 
 

 
This fact sheet provides you with some interesting historical information and a 

walking tour that you can do around the old convict buildings. 

 

MULLA VILLA 
Where did the name come from? We are not sure for certain but it has two possible origins.  
Mulla might be an aboriginal word. Or the name might be of Irish origin. Eliza Dunlop the wife 
of the first owner of Mulla Villa was from Ireland and there is a village called Mullagh. Mulla Villa 
was constructed by convict labour in 1840. If you see a piece of sandstone, look at the pick 
marks in the stone crafted by the convicts. 
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DAVID DUNLOP 
Magistrate of Wollombi who organised the construction of Mulla Villa and was its first owner.   
David Dunlop, lawyer, was born in County Antrim, Ireland in 1794. He married Eliza Hamilton 
Law in 1823 in Scotland, and they had five children. In February 1838 they arrived in Port Jackson 
and on the 10th June that year, he was appointed as the Police Magistrate at Penrith. On the 
10th November 1839 he was transferred to Wollombi as its’ first Magistrate on a salary of £250 
per annum.  He held this position until the 1st January 1847, when he was succeeded by Major 
Benjamin Sullivan. He resided at Mulla Villa until his death on the 24th March 1863. 
 
David Dunlop was a forceful man with strong convictions, and he was far ahead of his time in 
the treatment of aboriginals; “he advocated the wisdom of contracting with any willing aborigine 
for the completion of a limited and specific task, and then letting him return, dignity unimpaired, 
to his own tribal business.” He was also a difficult and quarrelsome man by nature, having been 
removed from office in Penrith after many disagreements with the unpaid magistrates. 
 
He was initially popular with the free settlers by improving convict behaviour through his stern 
disciplinary measures, and he was an efficient administrator who involved himself heavily in the 
affairs of the district. But being autocratic and abrupt, he soon made enemies in the district, 
with people who were influential enough to have him removed through representation to 
Governor Gipps.  It is not known at this stage what he did in the last 16 years of his life, but it is 
assumed that he looked after some of the official administration of government agencies in 
Wollombi. 

 

ELIZA DUNLOP 
Eliza was born in 1796 in County Armagh, Ireland, the daughter of Honour Solomon Hamilton, 
a judge of the Supreme Court of India. She first married James Law, an astronomer but he later 
died. A daughter, Georgina, was born to them in 1816 at Coleraine, Ireland. 
 
She married David Dunlop in 1823, and died on the 20th June 1880 in Sydney. She is buried next 
to David in the Wollombi Cemetery. 
 
Eliza was a lyric writer and a student of the aboriginals, and contributed to the literary life of the 
Hunter circle. Some of her early verse were sentimental in nature e.g. “The Aboriginal Mother” 
was written in 1838 and it expressed her dismay and outrage at the Myall Creek Massacre. Her 
works were published in such magazines as the “Dublin Penny Journal“, the “Australian“, and 
the “Maitland Mercury“. 
 
Her Australian lyrics were set to music by Isaac Nathan, and from 1842 they appeared in his 
“Australian Lyrics” series. A volume of her collected works “The Vase, Comprising Songs For 
Music and Poems” remains in manuscript in the Mitchell Library. 
 
She was one of the few people at the time to appreciate the literary worth of aboriginal songs 
and poetry. She translated aboriginal verse into English and recorded the aboriginal dialect in 
Wollombi. 
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GREAT NORTH ROAD 
Construction of the road started in 1826, and was carried out by some nine chain gangs of 
convicts. It was completed in 1834, and at times up to 700 convicts toiled on this massive civil 
project. On the 12th June of that year, the steamship “Sophie Jane” sailed from Sydney to 
Morpeth in 11½ hours. With the speed and carrying capacity of the ship surpassing that of road 
transport, the commercial significance of the Great Northern Road was immediately diminished. 

 

HISTORIC ITEMS OF INTEREST FOR 
MULLA VILLA WALKING TOUR 

		

	

	

 

Spot the 1830’s settlers fireplace in the 
Restaurant area. This was the original 
settler kitchen. Try and spot the two horse 
and carriage wheels used to construct the 
fireplace. They are located below the 
sandstone wall at the top of the fireplace. 
Try and spot the black beam up 
underneath the fireplace that the settlers 
used to put their kitchen utensils on to 
heat their food. 

 

East walls of restaurant.  Spot the wood 
that has been put into the walls of the 
sandstone.  Why was it put there?  This 
section was the old settler kitchen panty.  
The wood was used to attach wooden 
shelving too. During the restoration of the 
settler’s kitchen shells were discovered 
where the old mortar used to be.  Why 
would the settlers have used shells in the 
mortar?  Answer: - For the lime that they 
contain – like lime is used in concrete 
today. 
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Convict holding cells, go clockwise around and under house:  

 

 

 

Near the bar spot the letter written by 
Eliza Dunlop 150 years ago this year.  
Written at Mulla Villa in 1865. She 
mentions Richmond Villa in the 
letter.  Our latest research makes us think 
that this use to be where the modern NSW 
parliament building is based in Macquarie 
Street, Sydney. Near the bar spot the 
picture of Mulla Villa in the late 1920s.  
What are the animals pulling? 

 

North convict holding cell.   

This where convicts slept at night.  Spot 
the meat safe (not around in convict 
times), plough, ball and chain, hand pump 
and telecommunications equipment. 

 

 

South convict holding cell.   

Notice the hessian in the roof.  In convict 
times hessian and saw dust were used to 
stop the noise of the convicts affecting the 
Dunlop family that lived above them.  
Spot the rings in the walls. 
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Solitary confinement holding cell – 
adjacent to south convict holding 
cell. 

Interesting fact: - Escape from Mulla Villa!   
In 1841, a convict by the name of Charles 
Jones escaped from David Dunlop at 
Mulla Villa.  He became a bushranger on 
the Great North Road until his capture 
three months later. 

 

Great North Road: 

Located north of the car park is the 
remains of the sandstone Great North 
Road. See if you can spot the following 
things in the road: 

• Groove marks from horse drawn 
carts 

• Convict symbol – arrow 
• Drill holes in the side walls of the 

road 
• Gutters in the road on the west 

side of the road and pick marks in 
the sandstone 

• Coping of the road.  High in 
middle tapering off sides to allow 
water run-off. 

Convict built well 

Notice the wood in the four side of the 
well. Natural spring fed well. The Great 
North Road went somewhere near the 
well. Well was used to give water for the 
horses to drink. 


